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• Who are we?: Admissions Practice (AP) Committee

• What are we doing today?: Financial Aid

• Why is it important? 
• NACAC’s Guide to Ethical Practices in College Admissions (GEPCA)
• Section I.B.: To provide college admission counseling in the best interest of students, 

members should: 
a) Provide guidance, information, and exposure to help students determine their 

best academic, personal, and financial college match. 

https://www.nacacnet.org/wp-content/uploads/NACAC-Guide-to-Ethical-Practice-in-College-Admission_Dec.-2023_FINAL.pdf


PRESENTERS
• Anthony Ambrogi, St. Catherine’s School (VA)

• Director of College Counseling
• aambrogi@st.catherines.org

• Jill Semmens, Collegiate Directions (MD)
• Program Manager, School Support
• jsemmens@collegiatedirections.org

• Kathleen Voss, Georgia Tech
• Regional Director
• kathleen.voss@admission.gatech.edu



LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. Understand the different types and uses of financial aid

2. How colleges use financial aid in the admissions process

3. How counselors can help students and families understand financial aid packages



How’s This Year Going?

• How is financial aid working for you and your institution so far?

• What’s working well?

• What’s not?



Financial Aid 101

Types of Financial Aid:
• Need-based aid - grant, loan, work-study; reapply every year
• Merit-based aid (“scholarship”) - usually grant, renewable or non-renewable

Terminology
• FAFSA and CSS/Profile
• Student Aid Index
• Demonstrated Need
• Subsidized vs. Unsubsidized loans (“student loans”)
• Parent PLUS loans
• Gap
• Discounting
• Net Revenue



FAFSA vs. CSS/Profile

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA):
• Now open! Normally opens Oct. 1
• Free
• Designed for federal aid - required by (nearly) all colleges
• Focused primarily on income
• Split parents - who provides majority of financial support

CSS/Profile (College Board):
• Opens Oct. 1
• Requires a fee (can be waived)
• Designed for institutional aid - required of ~200 colleges for undergraduate studies
• Digs deeper into family assets
• Split parents - college can consider non-custodial parent info



Differing Approaches to Financial Aid

Meeting 100% of demonstrated need
• Small percentage of colleges can afford this - mostly highly selective

Maximizing need-based aid
• Financial aid leveraging - particularly private colleges
• Public colleges often focus on in-state students

Strategic use of merit scholarships
• Student with low or no need may receive significant awards as enticement
• May limit ability to meet other students’ need



Financial Aid Leveraging - Private Institution

High 
Need 70% Need 80% Need

Min. $15K Scholarship
90% Need

Min. $25K Scholarship

Medium 
Need 75% Need 90% Need

Min. $15K Scholarship
100% Need

Min. $25K Scholarship

Low 
Need 80% Need 100% Need

Min. $15K Scholarship
100% Need

Min. $25K Scholarship

Low Academic Medium Academic High Academic



Academic Scholarships

Academic Performance of Applicants

College A       College B      College C
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Supporting Students and Families

1  

Financial Aid Overview Completing Applications

2

Navigating Processes

3

Accepting and Using Aid

4

Provide resources and support throughout the financial aid process
• Begin talking to students and families about financial aid early as part of the 

college research and application processes
• Consider a phased approach for support. 



Assess/ask what students and families need
• Don’t assume prior knowledge
• Use data to inform strategy and programming



Provide support that is comfortable and accessible 
• All students and families should feel safe asking questions and receiving support
• Consider students and families who may need

• Support outside of school hours
• Materials in a language other than English
• Help navigating complex family situations

Partner internally and externally 
• To the extent it’s possible, work with administration, academic departments, 

coaches and club sponsors, and student and parent groups
• Connect with professional organizations, CBOs, colleges, and peers to serve 

students



Resources
NACAC - Paying for College

Financial Aid Toolkit

Federal Student Aid Knowledge Center

Data Protections for FAFSA Information

Understanding FAFSA and Financial Aid

https://www.nacacnet.org/paying-for-college/
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/index.jsp
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center
https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Data-Protections-for-FAFSA-Information.pdf
https://understandingfafsa.org/


Using the Guide to Ethical Practices in 
College Admission for Financial Aid

● What is The Guide also called GEPCA? 
It is the Guide to Ethical Practices in College Admission. It is a 
document that “reflects NACAC’s commitment to principled 
conduct among professionals that support students in the 
college transition process.”

● CORE VALUES of the Guide include; commitment to education, 
access and equity, professionalism, collegiality, collaboration, 
trust and social responsibility

● Use the Guide when considering how best to communicate 
financial aid information and offers to students and parents

 



QUESTIONS?

YOU MAY ENTER YOUR 
QUESTIONS INTO THE Q&A 

BOX IN ZOOM

THANK YOU!

Please complete the Webinar Exit Survey!


