Summer Institute
Deadline: June 22, 2018
You are invited to submit a proposal to host PCACAC’s 2019 or 2020 Annual Summer Institute.

WHY HOST?
This event is one of the premiere professional development opportunities offered by PCACAC. Providing high quality
professional development, networking opportunities, training, and leadership growth for members and non-members
alike is important to us. Using a personalized setting, the Summer Institute is uniquely designed for new and midlevel college admission and counseling professionals who assist students in the transition from high school to
college. Partnering with you brings over 100 of those individuals to your campus and furthers our mission to support and
advance college admission professionals like yourself as you guide your institution, students, and families in an ethical
manner.

PROPOSED SCHEDULE FOR 2019
➢ Sunday, July 14, 21 or 28: Evening arrival
for some participants and faculty; overnight.
➢ Monday, July 15, 22 or 29: Morning arrival
for most participants; overnight.
➢ Tuesday, July 16, 23 or 30: Afternoon
departure for most attendees; overnight
stay for college tour participants.
➢ Wednesday, July 17, 24 or 31: Departure
for college tour participants.

PROPOSED SCHEDULE FOR 2020
➢ Sunday, July 11, 18 or 25: Evening arrival
for some participants and faculty; overnight.
➢ Monday, July 12, 19 or 26: Morning arrival
for most participants; overnight.
➢ Tuesday, July 13, 20 or 27: Afternoon
departure for most attendees; overnight
stay for college tour participants.
➢ Wednesday, July 14, 21 or 28: Departure
for college tour participants.
A sample schedule of our 2017 Summer Institute
program is included at the end of this document.
Scheduling may vary from year to year.

ATTENDANCE
The maximum number of attendees including faculty
is approximately 120, most of whom will need
housing. We intentionally restrict the number of
attendees in order to encourage a more personalized
setting.

SESSIONS
We will likely hold two general sessions – one on
Monday and one on Tuesday. A room large enough
to accommodate 120 attendees for each general
session is needed.
Two breakout sessions will be held on each day. Each
breakout session includes three or four individual
sessions, with 30-40 attendees in each.

AUDIO VISUAL
Session rooms should have A/V accessibility
(projector, screen and laptop connectivity) and Wi-Fi
availability.

LODGING
Attendees may stay for up to three nights as noted in
the schedule. PCACAC is seeking a site that offers
each attendee either a single room with an attached
bathroom or a single room with a shared bathroom
between two rooms. Single, apartment-style rooms in
a clean, up-to-date residence facility are preferred.

MEALS
The Summer Institute generally includes the following
on-campus meals:
• one (1) faculty dinner
• two (2) breakfasts
• two (2) lunches
• two (2) refreshment breaks
• one (1) cocktail reception
• one (1) dinner
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SPONSORSHIP
The host institution typically underwrites:
• Sunday night’s faculty dinner for 20-25 faculty, host institution and PCACAC staff.
• Refreshment breaks (held between breakout sessions).
• Monday evening’s reception and attendee dinner.
• A/V, meeting space, parking, and tote bags or other swag.

SITE COORDINATION
A representative from the host institution is needed as ‘site coordinator’ and liaison between the host institution
and PCACAC staff. This individual must be available in the weeks prior to the SI to assist with final details (lodging,
meals, registration, meeting space, A/V, etc.) and on-site for the duration of the event.

FACULTY
At least one representative from the host institution will be on the faculty as a presenter at the Summer Institute. The
Keynote Speaker is usually from the host institution (often a noted faculty member, sometimes the President of the
institution) and speaks on topics of interest to counseling and admission officers. The Keynote Speaker is determined in
consultation with PCACAC Summer Institute Chairs.

CONTRACT
Once a proposal is accepted, PCACAC engages in a detailed contract with the host institution to ensure all Summer
Institute-related expenses are clarified and agreed upon in advance by both parties. Subsequent changes to the original
contract are agreed upon in writing.

PROPOSAL GUIDELINES
Please submit your proposal by June 22, 2018 to Rhonda Douthit, PCACAC Executive Assistant and Site Chair,
info@pcacac.org. Please feel free to call Rhonda at 434-989-7557 should you have questions along the way.
There is not a specific format for presenting your institution’s information. Thus, you may choose how to present the
details outlined in this Call for Proposal. If you would like a template for your proposal, please email Rhonda.
Please include the following in your proposal:
•
•
•
•

The date or dates in July you are able to accommodate.
Features of your community/institution that would be an asset to the Summer Institute.
Itemization of the approximate per person costs for overnight lodging, meals, linens as well as any other related
costs (facilities, A/V, etc.) that PCACAC will be covering.
Itemize what costs or other perks your institution is willing to sponsor. Please refer to the Sponsorship section
at the top of this page for examples.

Proposals received will be reviewed by our Summer Institute Committee. If submitting for 2019, our goal is to announce
the location at this year’s Institute, July 9-10. We will notify you of our selection no later than June 29, 2018.
We look forward to receiving your proposal to host!
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14th Annual Summer Institute
July 17-19, 2017

Sunday, July 16 (early arrivals)
5:00 – 8:00 pm

Room Check-in
Marion Hall (1st Floor)

Monday, July 17
9:00 – 10:30 am

Registration and Room Check-in
Marion Hall (1st Floor)
Beverages and light breakfast provided

11:00 am – 12:15 pm

General Session 1
Beginning with the Basics; Building Your Ethical Foundation
All Levels – High School and College Counselors
Colket Center, Wortmann Ballroom (3rd Floor)
It is essential to create a strong foundation through our ethical understanding of admission practices.
As both new and returning colleagues we must constantly assess our daily practices to ensure ethical
integrity. Ever wonder what is SPGP? AP? How do these things affect my work in college admissions
and/or student counseling? What are the trends in ethical issues? Is it true the SPGP is being re-done?
In this session, we will explore these questions and more to better understand the Ethical Guidelines
that tie our profession together.
Anthony Ambrogi, St. Catherine’s School (VA)
Jake Talmage, St. Paul’s School (MD)
Kate Perry, College of William & Mary (VA)
Becky Shumar, Virginia Tech (VA)
Moderator: Robyn Lady, Chantilly High School (VA)

12:15 – 1:15 pm

Welcome and Luncheon (with Table Assignments)
Colket Center, Wortmann Ballroom (3rd Floor)

1:30 – 2:45 pm

Breakout Sessions – Choose one of three options:
Session 1A – Hit the Ground Running: Set Your Priorities for a Successful
School Year
High School Counselors
Lucas Hall – Room 110
Whether you are new to the profession or are a seasoned veteran, have a small or large caseload, this
session will help counselors on the high school side create a plan for the upcoming school year and
prioritize the tasks essential to your role. Participants will review best practices for writing effective
letters of recommendation and conducting one-on-one college planning meetings, as well as
understanding their role within the larger school community.
Jennifer Evans, Jemicy School (MD)
Alice Robertson, Chantilly High School (VA)
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Monday, July 17
1:30 – 2:45 pm

Session 1B – College Side Essentials
All Levels - College Counselors
Lucas Hall – Room 127
The life of a college admission representative is a movie in the making...Oh, wait - that's already been
done. Every admission office is different, but for all the ways we do things differently, we also have
lots in common. In this session, we will go over essentials to be at our best while working closely with
our colleagues on the other side of the desk. Participants will hear from seasoned admissions reps
providing tips to assist you in your early years of the profession. We will also focus on the importance
of building relationships within our professional community.
Jeannine Lalonde, University of Virginia (VA)
Rebekah LaPlante, Virginia Tech (VA)
Robyn Lady, Chantilly High School (VA)

Session 1C – Are You a 'Lifer"?
All Levels – High School and College Counselors
Lucas Hall – Room 207
You’ve begun a career in the college admission world within the higher education stratosphere, what
is next on the horizon and how do you reach your goals? First you need to set them, communicate
them, and identify who and what can help you obtain them. We will discuss how higher education is
a profession that is different than most when it comes to moving up the ladder, and how to accelerate
your upward trajectory while still being patient. Leaders within the admission profession will share
what makes an employee indispensable, as well as their own stories of how and why education
became the career that keeps them happy and motivated.
Chris Boehm, Archmere Academy (DE)
Bruce Chamberlain, Georgetown University (DC)
Mildred Johnson, Virginia Tech (VA)
Jake Talmage, St. Paul’s School (MD)

2:45 – 3:00 pm

Networking Break
Lucas Hall, Foyer near Rooms 214/215 and Rooftop Patio (2nd Floor)
Beverages and snacks provided by Roanoke College

3:00 – 4:15 pm

Breakout Sessions – Choose one of three options:
Session 2A – Working with Underrepresented Populations: Making the
College Going Process Your First Language
All Levels - College Counselors
Lucas Hall – Room 217/227
Underrepresented is a large umbrella term that encompasses student populations from minority,
DACA, undocumented, international, first generation groups, and more. However, the support that
each of these demographics require is unique. This session will focus on best practices from start to
finish for each of these underrepresented population's collegiate journeys.
Rosemary Martin, Saint John's College High School (DC)
Luis Portillo, Radford University (VA)
Konrad Turnbull, Shepherd University (VA)
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Monday, July 17
3:00 – 4:15 pm

Session 2B – Mastering the Art of Territory Management; Your GPS to
Success
All Levels - College Counselors
Lucas Hall – Room 210
Hilton, Hyatt, or Holiday Inn? AP, IB, or Dual Enrollment? Successful territory management requires
not only an understanding of numeric analysis, but also an aptitude for effective communication and
diplomacy. This session will include a discussion of territory management techniques and tools, as
well as a conversation about building strong relationships with secondary schools through effective
high school visits and communication.
Jeannine Lalonde, University of Virginia (VA)
Kate Perry, The College of William & Mary (VA)
Kevin Zimmerman, Roanoke College (VA)

Session 2C – Going Beyond Cliché: How to Write a Great College Essay
All Levels - High School Counselors
Lucas Hall – Room 125
The college essay can be a vital component of the application—the chance for an applicant to “fill in
the gaps” not covered by the quantitative aspects of their application. Yet, how many students take
full advantage of the opportunity? As counselors, we know a good essay when we see one, but how
can we help our students approach the sometimes-daunting “Almighty Essay” and produce personal
writing that represents their best work and provides insight into who they are? This session will cover
several different approaches to “teaching” the college essay as part of a school’s college counseling
curriculum in addition to providing new Admission counselors with the tools to best help interested
applicants.
Barbara Conner, Foxcroft School (VA)
Ben Rous, Hampton Roads Academy (VA)

4:30 – 5:00 pm

Campus Walking/Shuttle Tours
Meet at the Colket Center Atrium (1st Floor)

5:30 – 6:30 pm

Cocktail Reception
Colket Center, Cavern/Sutton Terrace (1st Floor)
Hosted by Roanoke College

6:30 – 9:30 pm

Dinner, Keynote Address
Colket Center, Wortmann Ballroom
Hosted by Roanoke College

Keynote Address
Brenda Porter Poggendorf, Vice President for Enrollment and
Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid
Roanoke College
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Tuesday, July 18
8:00 – 8:45 am

Breakfast
Colket Center, Sutton Commons Dining Hall

9:00 – 10:15 am

Breakout Sessions – Choose one of three options:
Session 3A – Financial Aid: Finding Clarity When Nothing Seems Clear
All Levels – High School and College Counselors
Lucas Hall – Room 110
There have been many changes to financial aid over the past year, all in hopes of simplifying the
process for students and their families. This session aims to help professionals on both the high school
and college side of the desk evaluate their current knowledge of financial aid requirements and
terminology while also examining best practices for supporting students and families. Case studies
will also be utilized to discuss potentially ‘muddy situations’ that aren’t so clear-cut when working
with students.
Courtney Penn, Roanoke College (VA)
Alice Robertson, Chantilly High School (VA)
Konrad Turnbull, Shepherd University (VA)

Session 3B - Counseling and Recruiting in the 21st Century; What the Heck
is Going On?
All Levels – High School and College Counselors
Lucas Hall – Room 207
In recent years, the college admission and counseling landscape has seen a bevy of changes. These
changes have impacted counseling professionals on the college and high school side in varying ways.
This session will explore worthwhile questions, including:
•
•
•
•
•

What is important to know about recent changes?
As we look to the future, what might be coming down the line in our profession?
How can looking to our past inform our work in the present?
What are the unique challenges that we face with the current generation of high school and
college students?
How can we communicate effectively and purposefully with families, students, colleagues, and
community members?

With these questions and many others driving our session, we hope to impart valuable knowledge
and spur worthwhile discussion that positions us to best reach, engage, and support all students!
Jennifer Evans, Jemicy School (MD)
Jeannine Lalonde, University of Virginia (VA)
Luis Portillo, Radford University (VA)
Jake Talmage, St. Paul’s School (MD)
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Tuesday, July 18
9:00 – 10:15 am

Session 3C – The Visitor Experience: How Colleges Provide the “Wow
Factor” Day In and Day Out!
All Levels – College Counselors
Lucas Hall – Room 125
This session will provide tips to engage your visitors and encourage them to get the most out of their
campus visit while providing them with meaningful information in their college search. We know
parents are sometimes (dragging) their students to multiple college visits a day and each of us want
to be the one they remember the most. We will also discuss the impact that hospitality has on
whether or not a student enrolls at a particular institution. We will share our stories and provide
testimonials about how important the daily operations are at our individual institutions. We promise
a little laughter, as we will share some of the not-so-perfect moments that will inevitably happen
while visitors are on your campus and how to roll with the punches when they do.
Mildred Johnson, Virginia Tech (VA)
Rebekah LaPlante, Virginia Tech (VA)
Ben Rous, Hampton Roads Academy (VA)

10:15 – 10:30 am

Networking Break
Lucas Hall, Foyer near Rooms 214/215 and Rooftop Patio (2nd Floor)
Beverages and snacks provided by Roanoke College

10:30 – 11:45 am

Breakout Sessions – Choose one of three options:
Session 4A – Decisions, Decisions, Decisions: The Subjective Nature of
College Admission
All Levels – College Counselors
Lucas Hall – Room 217/227
This session will allow you to take a seat at the committee table and learn from different schools
and admission professionals on how application decisions are made. The committee process is
more of an art then a science, hence why the holistic review and opinions of multiple committee
members are so crucial to the process. Try out your hand at reviewing applications and making
application decisions. We will also have time for open discussion about the "why" behind our
decisions.
Bruce Chamberlain, Georgetown University (MD)
Robyn Lady, Chantilly High School (VA)
Rebekah LaPlante, Virginia Tech (VA)

Session 4B – Making the Most of the High School Admission Visit
All Levels - College Counselors
Lucas Hall – Room 210
High school visits by admission officers provide unique opportunities for students and counselors to
learn about colleges and share information as part of the college exploration and application process.
Learn the best practices for making the most of high school visits - and the five major pitfalls to avoid!
Our panelists Christopher Boehm, Barbara Conner, and Rosemary Martin will share insights and
strategies for maximizing your high school visits - whether you are traveling to high schools or
welcoming admission representatives to your school!
Chris Boehm, Archmere Academy (DE)
Barbara Conner, Foxcroft School (VA)
Rosemary Martin, Saint John's College High School (DC)
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Tuesday, July 18
10:30 – 11:45 am

Session 4C – Role Call: Counselor, Supervisor, Mentor, Friend - Managing Students
in the Workplace
All Levels - High School and College Counselors
Lucas Hall – Room 127
Navigating the student-educator relationship can be challenging to say the least. Whether you are a
recent graduate working at your alma mater or a new school counselor working with your first batch
of seniors, understanding how to simultaneously mentor and challenge students is essential. This
session will explore the student-professional dynamic and discuss best practices for working with
students on both sides of the desk.
Kate Perry, College of William and Mary (VA)
Ben Rous, Hampton Roads Academy (VA)

11:45 am – 1:15 pm

Lunch
Colket Center, Sutton Commons Dining Hall

1:30 – 2:45 pm

General Session 2
Hot Topics: Continuing the Conversation
All Levels – High School and College Counselors
Colket Center, Wortmann Ballroom (3rd Floor)
Don’t let the conversation end here! Our closing session will be an opportunity to discuss some of the
most relevant and recent issues in college admissions featuring a panel of professional experts. In this
session we’ll address the questions collected throughout the conference using
#SIcontinuingconversations or #SI2017CC and the PCACAC app.
Bruce Chamberlin, Georgetown University (DC)
Mildred Johnson, Virginia Tech (VA)
Robyn Lady, Chantilly High School (VA)
Luis Portillo, Radford University (VA)
Jake Talmage, St. Paul’s School (MD)

3:30 pm

Room Check-out
Room check-out for those not attending the tour
Marion Hall (1st Floor)

4:30 pm

College Tour & Dinner
Depart for Hollins University on Hollins shuttle
Dinner hosted by Hollins after the tour
Meet at Market Street parking lot near Marion Hall.
If departing after the tour, participants should check out at 3:30 and take their luggage to
their car before boarding the shuttle.
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Wednesday, July 19
College Tours
Check out at Marion Hall (1st floor) at 7:00 am, take your luggage to your car, then meet at the Market Street
parking lot near Marion Hall no later than 7:30 to hop on the Virginia Tech bus.

7:45 am

Depart for Radford University after checkout

8:30 am

Welcome and light breakfast

9:00 am

Admissions presentation followed by Q & A

10:15 am

Tour

11:15 am

Depart for Virginia Tech

11:45 pm

Virginia Tech Information Session

12:15 pm

Lunch

1:15 pm

Tour

2:30 pm

Depart for Roanoke College

3:15 pm

Arrive at Roanoke College and Depart

PCACAC extends their sincere appreciation to Roanoke College
for their generous support of the 14th Annual Summer Institute!

If you are not currently a PCACAC member and would like to enjoy the benefits membership has to offer,
please visit the Membership Information section on our Home page at www.pcacac.org and click on Join or Renew.
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Brenda Porter Poggendorf is Vice President for Enrollment and
Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid at Roanoke College. She has
served in undergraduate enrollment management for over 35
years, first at Roanoke College in admissions and at Carthage
College as Executive Assistant to the President and Vice President
for Enrollment from 1988 to 2007. In fall 2007, she returned to
Roanoke College. Additionally, she has served as consultant to
several other small private colleges. Dr. Poggendorf earned her B.A. from Roanoke College, an M.A.L.S.
from Hollins University, and an M.B.A. and Ph.D. in education, leadership and policy studies from Loyola
University-Chicago. Her dissertation was on student persistence in college. While she enjoys the art and
science of recruiting and retaining students, above all she enjoys playing a small part in helping students
achieve their goals. She and her husband have two daughters, one who will be a junior at Roanoke
College in the fall and another who will enter Furman University in South Carolina.

Anthony Ambrogi is beginning his first year as Director of College Counseling at St. Catherine's School,
an all-girls independent school in Richmond, Virginia. Anthony just completed 16 years of service in the
Admissions Office at Randolph-Macon College, a private, liberal arts college in Ashland, Virginia, where
he served as Director of Admissions and Enrollment Research from 2006 to 2017. Prior to RandolphMacon College, he worked at Benedictine High School in Richmond as Director of Admissions, history
teacher, and coach. Anthony earned a B.A. in communication studies from Virginia Tech and an M.B.A.
and M.A. in history from University of Richmond. Anthony is the immediate Past-President of PCACAC.
Christopher Boehm is the Director of College Counseling at Archmere Academy (DE). He started at
Archmere in the summer of 2014 after 17 years of work in college admissions, most recently as the vice
president for enrollment and director of admission at Albright College. He’s served two, three year terms
as national assembly delegate for the National Association for College Admission Counseling (NACAC)
and also served as the Pennsylvania Association for College Admission Counseling’s (PACAC)
Government Relations Committee Chair & Public Advocacy Director. In 2012, he was recognized by
PACAC with the William R. McClintick, Jr. Service Award, one of the Association’s highest honors. In 2016
he was selected to serve on the NACAC Professional Development Committee.
Bruce Chamberlin is a Senior Associate Director of Admissions at Georgetown University. He holds a BA
in Economics from Gettysburg College, his M.Ed. from the College of William and Mary (Higher Education
Administration), and his Ed.D. from the University of Pennsylvania (Higher Education Management). His
research focuses on regression modeling related to both the admissions process and undergraduate
degree attainment. (Who succeeds in college, and why?) Bruce has served as an Assistant Director of
Admissions at Ursinus College (Collegeville, PA), Assistant Dean of Admissions at William and Mary
(Williamsburg, VA) and Associate Dean/Director of Recruitment and Planning at the University of
Pennsylvania. Bruce has served on the national Current Trends of Future Issues Committee of NACAC,
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the NACAC/US News & World Report Ad Hoc Committee, and the NACAC AdHoc Committee on Transfer
Admission. He currently serves as a trustee at Gettysburg College and chairs the Dean’s Development
Board for the School of Education at the College of William and Mary. He was recently invited as a visiting
scholar to the Aspen Ideas Festival in 2013 and 2014.
Barbara Conner is the Director of College Counseling at Foxcroft School, a college-preparatory boarding
and day school for girls in grades 9 – 12 located in Middleburg, Virginia. A graduate of Sweet Briar College
(BA) and the University of Virginia (MEd), Ms. Conner was most recently the College and Career Center
Specialist at West Potomac High School in Alexandria, Virginia. Previous roles have included career
development facilitator, life coach and general manager for personnel, administration, and training. She
serves or has served on boards and committees of a wide range of organizations from the Potomac and
Chesapeake Association for College Admissions Counseling and the Virginia State PTA to the Mount
Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce, Girl Scouts of America and St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. She is a
frequent speaker at workshops and conferences, having presented on such topics as current trends and
best practices in college admissions counseling, maximizing the high school years, effective test
preparation, time management and organizational strategies for the workplace and “Life After High
School.” Barbara is the creator of "Five First-Choice Colleges" and her article, "Five-First Choice Colleges:
A Change in Approach" appeared in the Spring 2015 issue of NACAC's The Journal of College Admission.
Jennifer Evans serves as the Director of College Counseling at Jemicy School, a college preparatory school
for bright students with dyslexia and other language-based learning differences. Prior to this role, she
served as Counseling Department Chair at Broadneck High School in Annapolis. Before moving to the
high school side, Jennifer worked at Goucher College as Assistant Director of Admission from 1996-2001.
Jennifer currently serves as a Delegate on PCACAC Executive Board and as a member of the Professional
Development committee and has previously held a position on the Member Relations Committee for
NACAC. She received her BA in Education from Goucher College in 1996 and her M.Ed. in School
Counseling from Loyola University in Maryland in 2001
Mildred Rigney Johnson was appointed Associate Vice Provost for Enrollment Management and Director
of Undergraduate Admissions in July of 2013. Prior to being named Associate Vice Provost for Enrollment
Management and Director of Undergraduate Admissions, she served as Director, Interim Director, and
Senior Associate Director in Virginia Tech's Office of Undergraduate Admissions. Johnson has more than
30 years of experience in the admissions profession. She joined Virginia Tech's Office of Undergraduate
Admissions in 1995. Prior to joining Tech, she was assistant director of academic advising at the
University of North Carolina at Greensboro. In addition, Johnson has worked as Associate Director of
Admissions at Longwood University and Gardner-Webb University, as well as Assistant Director of
Admissions at Averett University. Johnson received a bachelor's degree from Averett University and a
master's degree from Radford University.
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Robyn A. Lady serves as the Director of Student Services (DSS) at Chantilly High School in Fairfax County,
VA, where she leads a team of 12 counseling professionals in their daily work with students. She is
currently President of PCACAC and is former President of the DSS Association in Fairfax County, an
organization with members from each of the 26 high schools. Previously she worked as a school
counselor at three different Fairfax County Schools (George C. Marshall, Thomas Jefferson High School
for Science and Technology and McLean High School). Passionate about the college admissions process,
Ms. Lady works independently as a college consultant with 15-20 seniors each year. She received her
undergraduate degree in Psychology from The College of William & Mary in 1990, a Masters of Education
from The University of Virginia in 1992 and a certificate in School Counseling Leadership and
Administration from George Mason University in 2002. Ms. Lady was named Outstanding Director of
Student Services by the Fairfax County School Counseling Office in August of 2015.
Jeannine Lalonde is an Associate Dean of Admission at the University of Virginia. Since 2005, her blog,
“Notes from Peabody,” and social media channels (@UVADeanJ) have provided an in-depth look into
the admission process at UVA. Prior to her move to Virginia, Jeannine was Senior Assistant Director of
Admission at Olin College of Engineering in Needham, MA during the school's start-up years. Jeannine
has a bachelor’s degree from Providence College and a master’s degree in Higher Education
Administration from Boston College. She serves on the Professional Development and Conference
Planning Committees for PCACAC and regularly presents at conferences, drive-in workshops, and
counselor programs.
Rebekah C. LaPlante is an Associate Director of Undergraduate Admissions at Virginia Tech where she
oversees the Visitor Experience and Processing Unit, coordinates domicile review and serves as a
member of senior staff participating in all facets of the recruitment process. She is currently the
Professional Development Chair for PCACAC. Rebekah attended Radford University where she
completed a B.S. in Communication and a M.S. in Corporate and Professional Communication before she
began working in the Office of Undergraduate Admissions at Radford University in 2001. Rebekah enjoys
working with school counselors; prospective high school students and their families and helping them
navigate the college admissions process. She is also a first-generation college student and has been an
active member of PCACAC serving on the PD committee and conference planning committee.
Rosemary Martin recently began as Director of College Counseling at Saint John's College High School in
Washington, DC. Before then she served as the Assistant Director of Admissions at University of
Maryland and was responsible for developing and overseeing regional recruitment and alumni
recruitment initiatives for the Office of Undergraduate Admissions. She is a graduate of Shenandoah
University in Winchester, Virginia, where she attained her B.A. in Communication and MS in Education.
Rosemary is an active leader in the Potomac Chesapeake Regional Association for Admissions Counseling
where she serves on the executive board as Conference Planning Chair. She was also awarded with the
NACAC Rising Star award in 2015 for her passionate efforts for college admissions. She also serves as a
delegate for PCACAC on the national level. Rosemary is a first-generation Latina from Peru and has a
passion for working with Latino students and families to better their experience when going through the
higher education attainment process.
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Courtney A. Penn is the Director of Recruitment at Roanoke College in Salem, VA, where he has served
in the Office of the President or Admissions since 2005. Over the last 20 years, he has held progressive
positions in Enrollment, Student Affairs and the President’s Office at small private liberal arts
colleges/universities including Lynchburg College, Washington and Lee University, and Hope College
prior to his time at Roanoke. Courtney has a BA in Psychology from Washington and Lee University and
a Masters in Human Development and Counseling from the University of Georgia. Civically, he is a former
member of Roanoke City School Board, serving from 2004-2010. Personally, he is married, a father to
three children, and a proud son of the City of Roanoke.
Kate Perry has worked as a Senior Assistant Dean of Admission at the College of William & Mary for the
last five years. She serves as the regional dean for north central Virginia, Maryland, and for all homeschooled students. Kate also assists with several visit programs and the senior admission interviewers
for the office. She earned her Bachelor of Arts in Sociology and Art History and recently received Masters
in Higher Education Administration from William & Mary as well. She is an active member of NCACAC
and PCACAC for which she has presented and served on the Conference Planning Committee.
Luis Portillo serves as a Senior Assistant Director of Admissions at Radford University. He has been in
admissions since August of 2012, originally starting as an out-of-state recruiter for Radford before being
selected to spear head the new in-state regional assignment in 2013. This new effort was created to
offer Northern Virginia students with a primary local representative while being able to parallel
recruitment resources for the emerging Latino and Spanish-speaking populations, which is a great
passion and focus for him since he too is a first-generation Latino college student. Luis received his
Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice and Spanish from Radford University in 2010 and is currently pursuing
a Masters in Higher Education through Walden University’s online program.
Alice Robertson is a School Counselor at Chantilly High School in Fairfax County Public Schools (VA). Prior
to this role, she worked as a Career Center Specialist for ten years at CHS, earning the recognition of
Outstanding Career Center Specialist from the Office of School Counseling Services in 2012. Alice has
served in a variety of roles during her time at Chantilly High School as both school counselor and CCS,
including College Partnership Program (CPP) Advocate, Scholarship Committee Chair, and Boys/Girls
State coordinator. She is also an active member of the PCACAC Professional Development Committee
and has served on faculty for multiple drive-in workshops for public school counselors, Spring
Conferences, and Summer Institutes. Alice is proud to serve as co-chair for this year’s Summer Institute.
Before her move to FCPS, Alice worked as an Admissions Advisor at Virginia Tech for almost two
admissions cycles, focusing on out-of-state recruitment. Alice received her B.S. in Human Development,
Human Services concentration from Virginia Tech and a Master of Arts in Counselor Education
from Virginia Tech in May 2015.
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Ben Rous is the Director of College Counseling and an English teacher at Hampton Roads Academy, an
independent school in Newport News, Va. He has a B.A. in English Literature and a secondary school
teaching credential from the University of Colorado, Boulder and an M.A. from Dartmouth College. In
his work as a college counselor, Ben travels to colleges across the country and has presented to many
groups and organizations and at numerous conferences.
Jake Talmage was recently elected to the PCACAC Presidential Cycle having most recently served as Chair
of Admissions Practices. Previously, he served as a National Delegate, Co-chair of Professional
Development and Secretary of PCACAC. In addition to St. Paul's. Away from PCACAC, Jake is the Director
of College Counseling at St. Paul’s School. He also worked as College Counselor/Associate Director at
Pine Crest School (FL) from 2000-2005, as Senior Assistant Director of Admission at Johns Hopkins (19952000) and as an Assistant Director of Admission at University of Vermont from 1995-2000. He received
a BBA from The College of William and Mary in 1992 and a Master’s in Public Administration from The
University of Vermont in 1996. Jake received the NACAC Rising Star Award for his PCACAC Case Study
Program (2016). He has published several articles in Recruitment and Retention magazine and has served
on multiple Admissions Advisory Boards as well. Jake is an active member of PCACAC and participates
regularly on professional panels at regional and national ACAC Annual Conferences.
Konrad Turnbull, a former international student himself, has been working as an Admissions Counselor
and as the international student advisor at Shepherd University. Konrad is a graduate of Shepherd
University, where he attained his B.S. in Communications in 2012. Since joining the institution, he
enrolled the first cohort of undocumented and DACA students to Shepherd University. In addition,
Shepherd’s International population has increased roughly 500%, with a 100% retention rate, and strong
GPA Average. Needless to say, international affairs, policy, and working with underrepresented
populations are a passion project for Konrad, and he hopes to share some insights.
Kevin Zimmerman is an Associate Director of Admissions at Roanoke College, the site of the 14th Annual
Summer Institute. His professional involvement has included membership in the National Association
for College Admission Counseling, the Potomac and Chesapeake Association for College Admission
Counseling, the Pennsylvania Association for College Admission Counseling, the Virginia College Access
Network and the Virginia Association for Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers. Kevin began his
career in admissions at West Virginia Wesleyan College, serving as an Admissions Counselor and later an
Assistant Director of Admissions from 2008-2011. Then he worked at The Pennsylvania State University
as an Admissions Counselor and later an Assistant Director of Admissions from 2011-2013. Most
recently, he served as the Senior Assistant Director for Freshmen Recruitment at Shenandoah University
from 2013-2016. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science from Waynesburg University (nee
Waynesburg College) in Waynesburg, Pennsylvania.

P a g e |5

2017-2018 PCACAC Leadership
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT – Robyn Lady, Director of Student Services, Chantilly High School (VA)
PRESIDENT‐ELECT – Jake Talmage, Director of College Counseling, St. Paul's School for Boys (MD)
PAST PRESIDENT – Anthony Ambrogi, Director of College Counseling, St. Catherine's School (VA)
SECRETARY – Heather Jeter, Director of College Counseling, The Steward School (VA)
TREASURER – Joel Lang, Director of College Advisement and Guidance, Padua Academy (DE)
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT (EX OFFICIO) – Rhonda Douthit, info@pcacac.org, 434‐989‐7557

DELEGATION
CHIEF DELEGATE – Anthony Ambrogi, Director of College Counseling, St. Catherine's School (VA)
ASSEMBLY DELEGATES ‐ COLLEGE
Dale Bittinger, Asst Vice Provost of Undergrad. Admissions, Orientation, and School Partnerships, UMBC (MD)
Rebekah LaPlante, Associate Director of Admission, Virginia Tech (VA)
ASSEMBLY DELEGATES – HIGH SCHOOL
Eli Clarke, Director of College Counseling, Gonzaga College High School (DC)
Jennifer Evans, Director of College Counseling, Jemicy School (MD)
Robyn Lady, Director of Student Services, Chantilly High School (VA)
Rosemary Martin, Director of College Counseling, Saint John's College High School (DC)
Scott Mayer, Associate Director of College Counseling, St. Christopher’s School (VA)
Chris Miller, Co‐Director of College Counseling, Glenelg Country School (MD)
Ginger Miller, Associate Director of College Counseling, Landon School (MD)
Sanjay Mitchell, Director of College & Alumni Programs, Thurgood Marshall Academy PCHS (DC)
Ann Marie Strauss, Director of College Counseling, Garrison Forest School (MD)
Jake Talmage, Director of College Counseling, St. Paul’s School for Boys (MD)

COMMITTEES
STANDING COMMITTEES
Admission Practices Chair – Dale Bittinger, Asst Vice Provost of Undergrad. Admissions, UMBC (MD)
College Fair/College Night Chair – Heather Jeter, Director of College Counseling, The Steward School (VA)
Communications Chair – Kellie Stewart, College Counselor, Gonzaga College High School (DC)
Conference Planning Chair – Rosemary Martin, Director of College Counseling, Saint John's College High School (DC)
Credentials & By Laws Chair – Scott Mayer, Associate Director of College Counseling, St. Christopher’s School (VA)
Current Trends & Future Issues Chair – Ann Marie Strauss, Director of College Counseling, Garrison Forest School (MD)
Finance & Budget Chair – Joel Lang, Director of College Advisement and Guidance, Padua Academy (DE)
Government Relations Chair – Chris Miller, Co-Director of College Counseling, Glenelg Country School (MD)
Inclusion, Access & Success Chair – Rachel Cleaver, Associate Director of K-12 Partnerships,George Mason University (VA)
Membership Chair – Eli Clarke, Director of College Counseling, Gonzaga College High School (DC)
Nominating Chair – Anthony Ambrogi, Director of College Counseling, St. Catherine's School (VA)
Past Presidents Chair – Mike Carter, Director of College Counseling, St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School (VA)
Professional Development Chair – Rebekah LaPlante, Associate Director of Admission, Virginia Tech (VA)
SUBCOMMITTEES
Joining Hands for College – Gina King, Director of College Counseling, Cristo Rey Jesuit High School (MD)
Marion Flagg Program Chair – Ginger Miller, Associate Director of College Counseling, Landon School (MD)
Student Support Grant Chair – Lucy Duke, Assistant Director of College Counseling, McDonogh School (MD)
Summer Institute Chairs – Alice Robertson, School Counselor, Chantilly High School (VA) and Kate Perry, Senior Assistant
Dean of Admission, William & Mary (VA)

